57.   LETTER TO DR. PRANJIVAN MEHTA
[AHMEDABAD,]
September 21, 1918
I have read your letter carefully, I sent you a telegram yes-
terday and another today. Your idea1 is excellent but there is no
possibility of its being carried out in the present atmosphere. No
other province is likely to support it. You must be aware that
Bengal has been working hard to such an end. It has even been
trying secretly to secure full independence for itself before others.
Will there be any in Gujarat who will not try to secure it first
for Gujarat? Sarma made the same suggestion as yours, in a
slightly different form, in the Central Legislature.2 It was laughed
out by all the members, very improperly, I must admit. Mr.
Montagu has attached weight to it but suggested that it was not
for the present British administration to make so important a
change, that the new Councils which would come into existence
could consider it. So much about your proposal
The arguments you have advanced to establish the superiority
of Gujarat can only lead to bitterness. As things stand, it is a
controversial idea. Maharashtra will be able to put forward
stronger evidence than we can to claim swaraj for itself. Madras
will maintain that it had taken to Western modes so completely that
no other province could be fitter than it Gujarat is generally
considered a very backward area; and the arguments you use on
our side will be used against us. Not that you need be deterred by
these arguments on the other side. It is essential, though, to con-
sider whether it would be proper to start this campaign for swaraj
in the prevailing atmosphere. Take this into account and write
what you think best. I shall be ready to carry out what you say.
Vandtmataram from
MOHANDAS
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. IV
1 Dr. Mehta, taking a hint from a speech of Montagu's, had written an
article elaborating the idea of swaraj for Gujarat.
2 On February 6, 1918, B. N. Sarma moved a resolution in the Imperial
Legislative Council recommending the re-distribution of provincial areas on a
language basis. The resolution was defeated by a large majority; vide India in
, p. 163.
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